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puzzling. The antagonism between Orthodox Greeks and
Maronites is natural. The former repudiate, the latter ac-
cept the papal claims. It is also natural for the Orthodox
to feel bitterly toward the papal Greeks, who, after a fierce
quarrel, separated from them in 1724. A century and a
quarter after the split, according to Churchill, " the Greek
Catholic bishop in Beyrout was violently assaulted at the
altar by the Orthodox bishop's party, ... his robes were
torn from his back, and he was driven ignominiously into
the street." * But in some places the papal Greeks hate
the papal Maronites more than they do their former Ortho-
dox brethren. With the Maronites they have nothing in
common but ecclesiastical allegiance; with the Orthodox
they share a common inheritance of tradition and ritual.
Such elements of discord among the different Christian
sects always exist, but, it should be added with emphasis,
they are by no means constantly active. As Moslems and
Christians may live side by side in harmony, even to a
greater degree among the antagonistic Christian bodies
there may be long periods of peaceful intercourse. In
the ordinary villages and towns the normal relations are
friendly. For hot-beds of strife, ever threatening to break
out, or at best rendering ecclesiastical life an armed truce,
one must turn to the holy places of Palestine.
It is in the Church of the Nativity at Bethlehem, and in
the Church of the Anastasis, or Resurrection, at Jerusalem
(popularly called the Church of the Holy Sepulchre), that
the antagonism among Christian bodies develops into posi-
tive scandal. In the Bethlehem church, where a quarrel
between Greek and Latin priests precipitated the Crimean
War, Moslem soldiers are always on guard. A friend of
mine asked a Turkish soldier why he stood exactly in one
place. " It is to watch that nail," he said, pointing to the
wall. "The Armenians drove it in, boasting they would
hang a picture on it. The Greeks threatened to prevent
them. It is my business to stand here and see that no one
touches the nail. If the Armenians get at it, they will hang
l" Mount Lebanon/' vol. I, p. 185, by Colonel Churchill (London,
1853).

